
 

Special Session Proposal 

 

1. The Special Session title: 

 

National public policies for regional development in the European Union. 

North-South differences and similarities between Member States 

 

2. The names of the organizers, with affiliations and emails identifying the chair: 

 

Paulo Neto (chair), Assistant Professor with Aggregation, University of Évora, 

Department of Economics, CEFAGE-UE and CIEO-UALG. Address: University of 

Évora, Largo dos Colegiais 2, 7000-803 Évora, Portugal. E-mail: 

neto@uevora.pt. 

 

Maria Manuel Serrano, Assistant Professor, University of Évora, Department of 

Sociology and SOCIUS – ISEG/UL. Address: University of Évora, Largo dos 

Colegiais 2, 7000-803 Évora, Portugal. E-mail: mariaserrano@uevora.pt. 

 

3. The aim and scope of the Special Session: 

 

Twenty-five years after the creation of the European Union cohesion policy, it is 

important to analyze to what extent this policy contributed to the refinement 

of the definition and implementation process of national public policies for 

spatial planning and regional development in Member States. 

In this sense, this Special Session aims to contribute to this discussion, and to 

evaluate the extent to which EU Cohesion Policy standardized or not, the 

national specificities regarding the design, implementation and monitoring 

processes of this national public policies, and analyze differences and 

similarities between Member States. Is there a “South Way” to do it? 

 


